
Report to: Place and Economic Development Sub-Committee, 27th January 2020

Report of: Corporate Director - Place

Subject: Wyre Forest District Council Local Plan - Duty to Co-operate and 
Statement of Common Ground

1. Recommendation

1.1 That the Place and Economic Development Sub-Committee approve the 
Wyre Forest District Local Plan Duty to Co-operate Statement on behalf of 
Worcester City Council, as set out at Appendix 1 to this report.

2. Background

2.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) requires Local 
Planning Authorities (LPAs) to comply with the ‘Duty to Co-operate’.  The Duty to Co-
operate (DtC) requires LPAs to set out a Statement of Common Ground identifying 
cross boundary strategic planning matters and the discussions and agreements 
reached on them with neighbouring authorities and prescribed bodies.  

2.2 Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC) are preparing a Local Plan to cover the period 
2016-2036.  There has been ongoing engagement between WFDC and the south 
Worcestershire Councils (SWC) throughout the preparation of the WFDC Local Plan 
Review. WFDC has consulted with SWC at every stage of plan making. The Local Plan 
Review consultation periods were as follows:-

 Issues and Options Consultation – September / October 2015
 Preferred Options Consultation – June / August 2017
 Pre-Submission Consultation – November / December 2018
 Pre-Submission Consultation (re-opening) – September / October 2019

Duty to Cooperate meetings have also taken place on the following dates:-

 12th December 2018
 8th April 2019
 25th September 2019

2.3 The Statement of Common Ground identifies two strategic matters on which the 
south Worcestershire Council’s made representations at the publication stage and 
these are set out in the table below.  

Issues Suggested 
Modification to Plan

WFDC Response

SWC Wyre Forest District Council has 
fulfilled the Duty to Cooperate with 
the South Worcestershire Councils, 

Prepare a Statement 
of Common Ground, 
agree it with relevant 

Agree that a 
Statement of Common 
Ground should be 



engaging with us at every stage of the 
Plan’s preparation. However, it is 
noted that Wyre Forest District 
Council intend to submit the plan for 
examination in July 2018 and 
therefore, in accordance with the 
requirements of NPPF 2018, a 
Statement of Common Ground should 
have been prepared and signed by 
relevant Duty to Cooperate partners. 
The South Worcestershire Councils 
have not been asked to sign such a 
statement and there is no evidence 
that one has been prepared and made 
available alongside the publication 
document.

Duty to Cooperate 
partners and publish.

prepared between 
WFDC and SWC. This 
SofCG will be 
published and made 
available at 
submission stage of 
the Local Plan, as 
discussed at the DtC 
meeting on 8th April 
2019.

Issues Suggested 
Modification to Plan

WFDC Response

SWC Paragraph 6.5 refers to the housing 
number being based on 2016 
household projections. The most 
recent Government advice is to ignore 
those projections and use the 2014 
based household projections instead 
and therefore, the basis of the 
housing number should be 
reconsidered.

Base the housing 
number on the 2014 
based household 
projections.

The WFDC Local Plan 
Pre-Submission 
(October 2018 
version) was consulted 
on at the same time as 
the Government’s 
consultation on the 
standardised 
methodology. WFDC 
used the 2016 figures 
as the Government 
was still deciding on 
the standardised 
methodology at the 
time. The 2016 
household projections 
give WFDC a housing 
need figure of 276pa, 
as opposed to the 
lower figure of 248pa 
using the 2014 figures. 
WFDC wishes to be 
ambitious with its 
housing requirement 
figure in order to 
support economic 
growth and affordable 
housing delivery. This 
was discussed at the 
DtC meeting on 8th 
April 2019.



2.4 Officers are satisfied that the issue concerning the lack of a Statement of Common 
Ground has been addressed through the preparation and agreement of the 
Statement of Common Ground set out at appendix one to this report.  

2.5 The only outstanding area of concern is the base date for the housing numbers.  
Government advice is to use the 2014 based household projections whereas Wyre 
Forest District are using the 2016 based household projections.  This gives a slightly 
higher housing need for Wyre Forest District (28 dwellings per year).  However, 
Wyre Forest District has set out a plan which accommodates all of this growth within 
their own District boundary and there has been no request for the South 
Worcestershire Councils (or any other neighbouring authority) to accommodate any 
of the housing need arising within Wyre Forest District.

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 The preferred option is to sign the Statement of Common Ground, agreeing that it 
reflects the engagement and discussions undertaken and correctly highlights the 
areas where the authorities agree and disagree in relation to the Local Plan Review.  

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 The only alternative option is to not sign the Statement of Common Ground.  
However, the preparation and publication of a Statement of Common Ground is a 
requirement of plan-making and intrinsic to the Duty to Cooperate.  The document is 
considered to be a true and accurate reflection of the engagement undertaken and 
the areas where the South Worcestershire Councils have reached agreement with 
Wyre Forest District and the outstanding issue of the base date for housing numbers.  
Therefore, officers believe that there is no reason why the South Worcestershire 
Councils should not sign the Statement of Common Ground. 

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
None 

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
The Statement of Common Ground has been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004) (as amended).  

5.3 Risk Implications
None

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
None

5.5 Equality Implications
None

5.6 Human Resources Implications
None

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
None



5.8 Social, Environmental and Economic Implications
None
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